EDWIN L. CROSBY 
Ridge Road 
Box 138, Route 4 
Excelsior, Minnesota 55331 



20 September 1971 



Dear Harold: 

Thanks so much for a very exciting two days. It was fun to be with 
you and Lil. I only hope you can both relax enough In putting out the 
rest of the book that the pressures do not become Intolerable. 

I want to list here a few of the basic elements of our mutual under- 
standing so as to be sure that we have the same expectations of each other. 

1. I shall provide money for you to publish privately the 
full version of Post Mortem . My expectation here is 
that the cost will be $10,000. Should the cost run over 
$11,000 additional help will be needed. 

2. You, In return, will allow me to be the editor of an 
abridged version of Post Mortem . It will be my job 
to find a commercial publisher for this book. 

a. My name will appear on the book as editor, and I 
will put in a preface of my own of one or two pages , 
explaining my role and thanking people like Gary, 
my wife, my secretary, etc. 

b. The organization and wording of the book will be 
my decision, but the contents, especially in the 
last two chapters covering new evidence, must be 
acceptable to you. 

c. Although most of the documents will appear only 
in the full version, you will allow a few of the 
most important to appear in the abridged version. 

3. Should no commercial publisher be available for the 
abridged version when the full version of Post Mortem 
is ready for press, you agree to wait on Its publica- 
tion until January 15, 1972. At that point if no 
P^^lisher Is available for the abridged version, you 
will understand if I withdraw the offer of publishing 
the full version. Hopefully we can then find some 
other mode of cooperation, or you can convince me of 
the value of publishing the full version without an 
abridged edition. 

4. You accept the limitation of my commitment in No. 3 

in light of a commitment by me to do all I can as soon 
as I can to publish the abridged version. This means 
completion of an initial draft by November 1, 1971. 




5. I will receive ten per cent of the total receipts from 
the publication of either of the two versions, including 
any advancement received for the publication of the 

version. By this I do not mean ten per cent of 
the gross Income of the abridged version, but ten per cent 
of the money either you or I receive from the sale or pub- 
lication of any book. 

I feel a little foolish in putting down conditions in such a formal 
way, but I feel it is the best way to prevent any misunderstanding from 
arising between us. 

I have already started to move on the book, having made an initial 
favorable contact this morning with Phil Harder, the former bank executive. 
He will listen to me for three hours and is willing to contact John Cowles, 
Jr., if he feels I can make the case I say I can. This looks good, but 
it may require a copy of some of the Important material in order to carry 
it through. 

I have also checked with our family tax expert about setting up a 
foundation. It will be complicated and 1 will try to contact a good tax 
lawyer whom he recommends . 

It .is now 12:15 P.M. and I must go see Gary. He is excited, as I 
am, and seems willing to read and correct what I write. I have much 
hope we will accomplish our ends . 



Best regards and thanks to 
you and Lil, 



Ned 



NC:ns 




